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5ÐÃÏÍÉÎÇ #ÌÕÂ 0ÒÏÇÒÁÍ 
 

 

0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔÓ 2ÅÐÏÒÔ  
 
Hello members, 

 
Tonight, we welcome Steve Kyritsis OAM, who will enlighten us on the role of the 
Australian Greek community as it played its part in the Australian Services over the history 
of war. 
 
Monash Medical Student, Alannah Murray, will also attend on this evening in order to 
meet our members.  
 
Last Thursday Club members had the pleasure of attending the RC Oakleigh 60th 
Anniversary Dinner. There were 90 people in attendance, representing the Rotary Club of 
Oakleigh ï past and present, the Rotary Club of Melbourne, the Rotary Club of Clayton, 

Date Speaker Chairperson 

30th April RSL Anzac of the Year 2017 - Steve Kyritsis 
OAM  

Warren Fricke 

3rd May Joint Garden Party with the RC of Huntingdale. 
This replaces the meeting on the 7th May. 

 

7th May No Meeting ï Replaced by the ñJoint Garden 
Partyò on Thursday 3rd May. 

 

14th May Club Planning - Including Jared Bandara from 
Westall Secondary College 

Committee Chairs 

21st May Guest Speaker TBA Policing Warren Fricke 

28th May Board Meeting Warren Fricke 

4th June Joint Charity Golf Day with RC of Glen Waverley 
at Spring Valley Golf Club. 

All Members 

11th June Queenôs Birthday ï No Meeting  

18th June Club Planning including Combined Board 
Meeting 

Warren Fricke & Jon 
Breisch 

25th June Club Changeover Jon Breisch 

2nd July Rotary Info Jon Breisch  

9th July Club Planning Committee Chairs 

16th July Board Meeting Jon Breisch 
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Rotary Four Way 
Test 

"Of the things we think, say 
or do: 
 
1. Is it the Truth? 
2. Is it Fair to all 
concerned? 
3. Will it build goodwill and 
better friendships? 
4. Will it be beneficial to all 
concerned?" 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

the Rotary Club of Huntingdale, District Governors of 9810 ï past, present and future, local 
Councillors and other local identities. Our own John Barnes was the Guest Speaker, and 
he was able to highlight the wonderful contribution that the Rotary Club of Oakleigh has 
made to the local community. 
 

 
 
On Sunday 22nd April a number of our members attended and supported the investiture of 
Louise Gordon, Wirringga Scouts, as a Queens Scout. This was a very proud moment for 
Louise, her family and the Wirringga Scouts. Our Club is also very proud of our Association 
with Wirringga Scouts.  
 

 
 
On May 20th our District will conduct an Assembly at Deakin University. This is an 
important morning event for all Rotarians, especially our members who will have Club roles 
next year. Commit the event to your diary now in order to come along to support Jon 
Breisch in his year as President. 
 
In this Rotary week, keep smiling. 
 
Cheers,  
Warren 
 

,ÁÓÔ -ÅÅÔÉÎÇ Ǫ .ÏÔÅÓ  
 

Last Meeting (23rd April): 
 
Apologies = Michael Ellinger, Ralph Zuccaro and Val Manuelpillai.          
Make Ups = None. 
Leave of Absence = None. 
Visitors = None. 
 
This week we held our monthly Board Meeting. 
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The Object of 

Rotary 
 
1.  The development of 
acquaintance as an 
opportunity for service;  
 
2.  High ethical standards in 
business and professions; 
the recognition of the 
worthiness of all useful 
occupations, and the 
dignifying of each 
Rotarian's occupation as an 
opportunity to serve 
society;  
 
3.  The application of the 
ideal of service in each 
Rotarian's personal, 
business, and community 
life;  
 
4.  The advancement of 
international understanding, 
goodwill, and peace 
through a world fellowship 
of business and 
professional persons united 
in the ideal of service. 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Meeting Notes:  

¶ Ralph Zuccaro spoke about the upcoming Garden Auction for Parkinsonôs which will be 
held on Thursday 3rd May jointly with the Rotary Club of Huntingdale at the Oakleigh 
RSL club. There will be a committee meeting between the two clubs which will be 
attended by Ralph & Lesley. Our club meeting on the 7th May has been replaced to 
allow members to attend. Currently Major Prizes are being sought so if you have 
anything to offer please see Ralph. For more details refer to the flyer in this bulletin. 

¶ Warren Fricke mentioned that the club has been approached by the Rail Authority with 
regards to moving the water fountain which has our plaque on it outside the 
Newsagents. A new location is required and members were asked for their thoughts. 
Once more information is available it will be shared with the club. 

&ÏÕÎÄÁÔÉÏÎ &ÁÃÔÓ 
 

THE ROTARY FOUNDATION WEEKLY MESSAGES (By Rotarians for 
Rotarians) 
 
WHAT IS THE NEW GRANT MODEL DESIGNED TO DO? 
 

¶ Simplify Foundation programs and processes consistent with the mission;  

¶ Focus Rotarian service efforts where they will have the greatest impact by 
addressing priority world needs that are relevant to Rotarians; 

¶ Offer program options to help achieve both global and local goals; 

¶ Increase the sense of ownership at the district and club levels by transferring more 
decisions to the districts; and 

¶ Gain greater understanding of The Rotary Foundationôs work and enhance 
Rotaryôs public image. 

 

5ÐÃÏÍÉÎÇ $ÁÔÅÓ                          
 
Thursday 03/05/18 ï Garden Party Auction with RC of Huntingdale for Parkinsonôs at the 
Oakleigh RSL. 
 
Sunday 13/05/18 ï Oakleigh Market (Rostered on are Warren Fricke at 6:00 am and 
Bronwen Lamond at 9:30 am). 
 
Thursday 17/05/18 ï Foodbank Collection. 
 
Sunday 20/05/18 ï District Assembly. More details click here 
 
Saturday 2/06/18 ï 2018 Rotary District Changeover to be held at Southern Golf Club, 
Keysborough. More details will be provided in due course. 

 
Monday 04/06/18 ï Joint Charity Golf Day with RC of Glen Waverley at Spring Valley Golf 
Club. 
 
Sunday 10/06/18 ï Oakleigh Market (Rostered on are Ralph Zuccaro at 6:00 am and Bob 
Millen at 9:30 am). 
 
Thursday 21/06/18 ï Foodbank Collection. 
 
Sunday 08/07/18 ï Oakleigh Market (Rostered on are Lesley Zuccaro at 6:00 am and 
Bronwen Lamond at 9:30 am). 
 
Thursday 19/07/18 ï Foodbank Collection. 
 
Sunday 12/08/18 ï Oakleigh Market (Rostered on are Jon Breisch at 6:00 am and John 
Barnes at 9:30 am). 

http://www.claytonrotaryclub.org.au/index.htm
http://www.9810rotary.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/20180330_2018-District-Assembly-Draft-Invitation-v5.pdf
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Club Vision 
 
Clayton Rotary is an 
energetic, fun-loving, 
forward-thinking Rotary 
Club that wishes to 
continue to grow 
strategically and provide all 
its members with 
opportunities to serve while 
undertaking worthwhile and 
sustainable projects locally, 
nationally and globally. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Thursday 16/08/18 ï Foodbank Collection. 
 
Sunday 02/09/18 ï Oakleigh Market (Rostered on are Dianne Sides at 6:00 am and Bill 
Sides at 9:30 am). 
 

#ÌÕÂ 0ÏÓÉÔÉÏÎÓ ÆÏÒ ςπρχȾρψ 
 
President     Warren Fricke          Board 
Immediate Past President   Ralph Zuccaro          Board and Foundation Chair 
Secretary     Michael Ellinger          Board and Club Bulletin 
Treasurer     John Barnes          Board and Program 
President Elect                Jon Breisch          Board and Vocational Chair 
Membership and Public Relations Glenys Pattison          Board 
Community Chair   Val Manuelpillai          Board 
International Chair   Sha Rijal 
Youth Services Chair   Lesley Zuccaro 
Vocational Chair   Jon Breisch  
Foundation    Ralph Zuccaro 
Club Protection Officer               Tom Portelli 
Sergeant    Sam Oddo 
Bulletin                 Michael Ellinger 
Program    John Barnes 
Fund Raising    Jim and Jean Cochrane 
 

$ÉÓÔÒÉÃÔ ωψρπ .Å×Ó 
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Special 
Announcements 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For all the information and to book your tickets, click on the invitation or 

https://www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=364764 

 -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

2ÏÔÁÒÁÃÔ #ÌÕÂ ÏÆ -ÏÎÁÓÈ 
 

 
 

Club Meeting Details: 
 
The Club meets on the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of the Month at 7:30pm for a 7:45pm start 
(Optional social dinner at 6:30, please order your meal by 7pm to ensure you can be there 
for the start of the meeting) at Waverley RSL (Upstairs in the Sunset Room) 
161 Coleman Parade, Glen Waverley.  
 

http://www.claytonrotaryclub.org.au/index.htm
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001cK5ZxfMMN6qVFh1TwvHpPuZmd6vkW1khH0Dc5Rd1XmolIjtugtVL9oW_7IRZ9BYdD8NYIDNzFuCdNKXdnIm6uN-MHlKUlHm3KhLC_M88TI2TvFT_4eWQqYM7JLDM8K0BfT4H0Mye_Jfan0fOe25UAsI0pgt3zgiOn5oN-8kBEGJzl8Ur48n1tQ3uM20_cNcfZ6OorpAi2DPTIohPj13KVg==&c=jH67uPdFc0u3B1_-fVF1ehy7XisgDUP3FI8rbGEkKhMOb84yNtPPWA==&ch=JA57M5Vy76jhnmB3X3gKzxXPpasPN2gSFZ4iTBEyZJeZmG181xFdCA==
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/b544kqgqyvs9d09/AABCM82gTbIXa7FmGOSh7zNpa?dl=1
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00144GyKGoLW_Uwr0y-hpIL2zJU0bzaytSfI_RlnVqpBgFm7HOfFU7JpPQ-NCVe_smiqB3F-_6f14C6lf0Gn5cU_ZDguYijokExkDGY1LitM-hppG6mHRvqpvOg0udBkxoDMDj5bZkQSEhfBqt4fIZ703UskMkMr5YxxK5DWeAdAML6JPQP0DUb9jnID_-fsk3AWRewTA8uaN0eWnC6Aa38wIIgyfNm6KUlvFrA0DISlq2wNE7nNG1K_w==&c=D0J5u4DuES2BuaMTNweZ3Rp9FUjVLriqQY-9M99-U98BeyH0BNL37Q==&ch=uGij3zo5feIKhGfjq-i-ORzkhcNcigT4EyJxpjFU7HkW7C5hobJmmA==
https://www.facebook.com/MonashRotaract/
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Upcoming Rotaract Events: 
 

¶ 2nd May ï Guest Speaker Katrina Parker. Monash Rotaract is hosting a fundraising 
event later on this year to raise funds and awareness for Ovarian Cancer Australia. 
Katrina Parker is a director of Ovarian Cancer Australia. 

¶ 6th June ï PD Night. Sugan Kumanan, Financial Advisor at Planet Insurance and 
Financial Planning will be speaking at our next PD Night on the topic of "A Good 
Start to Financial Success". 

¶ 22nd July ï Rotaract 9810 District Changeover at the Box Hill Golf Club. This will be 
a High Tea and starts at 2:00 pm. Bookings at 
https://events.humanitix.net/rotaract-district-9810-changeover 

 

Rotaract Roster: 
 

Date Rotarian to Visit 

2nd May Lesley Zuccaro 

16th May Ralph Zuccaro 

 
If you cannot attend on the night you are rostered,  please organise a replacement to 
take your place. 
 
 
 

7ÈÅÒÅ ÏÔÈÅÒ #ÌÕÂÓ -ÅÅÔ 
 
A Rotarian can attend the weekly meeting of any Rotary club around the world. This is a 
ñmake-upò and counts as attendance credit when you are not able to attend a meeting of 
your own club.  
 
Details for all District 9810 clubs can be obtained in the district directory or website 
www.9810rotary.org.au Details for clubs around the world are available in the RI 
Directory (held by the club secretary) and on the RI website (www.rotary.org) 
 
 
 

2ÅÍÉÎÄÅÒÓ 
 
Please ensure that the club is aware if you will be missing a meeting. Contact Michael 
Ellinger on 0447 911 728 or at info@claytonrotaryclub.org.au by 4 pm on the day of 
the meeting, if you are not going to be present.  
 
Contributions for inclusion into the Bulletin should be passed to michaele@netspace.net.au  
by Thursday evening of each week. 
 
Please remember if you cannot perform your rostered job, it is your duty to find a 
replacement to take your place. 

Visit our new Facebook page at @ClaytonRotaryClub9810 or click  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.claytonrotaryclub.org.au/index.htm
https://events.humanitix.net/rotaract-district-9810-changeover
http://www.9810rotary.org.au/
http://www.rotary.org/
mailto:info@claytonrotaryclub.org.au
mailto:michaele@netspace.net.au
https://www.facebook.com/Clayton-Rotary-1571452466502723/
https://www.facebook.com/Clayton-Rotary-1571452466502723/
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*ÏËÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 7ÅÅË 
 
A 65 year old woman had a heart attack and was taken to the hospital 
  
While on the operating table she had a near death experience. Seeing God  
She asked "Is my time up?" 
  
God said, "No, you have another 33 years, 2 months and 8 days to live." 
  
Upon recovery, the woman decided to stay in the hospital and have a face-lift, liposuction, 
breast implants and a tummy tuck. 
  
She even had someone come in and change her hair colour and brighten her teeth Since 
she had so much more time to live, she figured she might as well make the most of it. 
  
After her last operation, she was released from the hospital. While crossing the street on 
her way home, she was killed by an ambulance. 
  
Arriving in front of God, she demanded, "I thought you said I had another 33 years? Why 
didn't you pull me from out of the path of the Ambulance?" 
   
God  "I didn't recognize you    

 

2ÏÔÁÒÙ )ÎÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ .Å×Ó 
 

Final Exam 
 
By Ryan Hyland, Produced by Alyce Henson 

After a grueling year of preparation, two Rotarians and a Rotaractor face one 
last challenge before they can join the elite ShelterBox Response Team. 

In the summer of 2016, Wes Clanton was looking for something to do. Which, if you knew 
him ï and knew his crowded schedule ï might have come as a surprise. 

An officer in the merchant marine, Clanton was already spending six months a year ï 60 
days on and 60 days off ï crisscrossing the Pacific Ocean on a cargo ship. He was also in 
graduate school, working toward an advanced degree in marine transportation management 
ï ñbasically,ò he says, ñlike an MBA for boat driving.ò 

But an important aspect of Clantonôs life was missing.  

When he was a child, his parents had, as he puts it, ñdone mission trips,ò and they had 
instilled in him the same passion to give back to his community, be it locally or on a global 
scale. Thatôs one of the reasons he joined Rotary.  

ñWhat appealed to me was the service aspect,ò he explains. ñI was looking to do something 
that was greater than myself.ò (At the time, Clanton was a member of the Rotary E-Club of 
District 5010, Alaska-Yukon; he has since transitioned into the Rotary Club of Nashville, 
Tennessee, USA.) 

Nonetheless, he wanted to do more. ñI was looking for an opportunity to volunteer, for a 
larger project that I could work on,ò he recalls. Thatôs when a friend told Clanton about 
ShelterBox. 

Founded by a Rotary member in the United Kingdom in 2000, ShelterBox responds to natural 
and manmade disasters, providing temporary shelter and other essential nonfood aid to 
displaced people around the world.  

http://www.claytonrotaryclub.org.au/index.htm
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In 2004, after a tsunami left more than 200,000 dead in a dozen Asian countries, ShelterBox 
was there. As it was after the 2010 earthquake in Haiti and after Typhoon Haiyan devastated 
the Philippines three years later. More recently, ShelterBox assisted survivors of hurricanes 
in the Caribbean, displaced families in Bangladesh and Syria, and war-ravaged communities 
in Iraq. 

Not knowing what to expect, Clanton, now 33, decided to try to join the exclusive ShelterBox 
Response Team (SRT), which annually expects two three-week deployments from each of 
its 163 rigorously trained volunteers, about 20 percent of whom are Rotary members.  

ñFrom the first time I heard about it, it seemed like a great fit with my work schedule and my 
interests,ò Clanton says. ñI knew this was something I could do long term and utilize my time 
off.ò  

The demanding yearlong process of finding a spot with the SRT began in December 2016 
when, after an online test, a lengthy application form showed up in Clantonôs email. ñI 
thought, óThis is absolutely insane,ôò he recalls. ñThe demands of the application were mind-
blowing. Iôm all about volunteering and spending a lot of time doing it, but I didnôt know if this 
was it.ò 

But for Clanton, the challenge turned out to be part of the allure. He completed the application 
and, in the ensuing months, took the steps that would lead him closer to becoming a 
ShelterBox responder.  

ñThereôs a decent amount of work that has to be done,ò he says. ñTurning things in and lots 
of reading and watching videos and things like that. In combination with my job and grad 
school, getting all that stuff done was kind of overwhelming.ò 

About 350 candidates began the process along with Clanton. Eleven months later, 
ShelterBox invited only 20 of them to Cornwall, England, where a no-nonsense trainer 
announced, ñThis is your final exam.ò One of those 20 was Wes Clanton. 

Bend but donôt break  

Extending into the English Channel, Cornwallôs Lizard Peninsula is Englandôs southernmost 
point.  

ñThe Lizard is a wonderful area to run training for ShelterBox,ò says Colin Jones, a slender 
man with tattoo-covered arms who serves as lead trainer. ñItôs quite bleak, thereôs not a lot 
around, and it often rains, which makes people miserable. So thatôs really useful.ò 

During the training, the final candidates spend days in the classroom learning skills that may 
prove invaluable during their deployments. Divided into teams, they also crisscross Cornwall 
and deal with different disaster scenarios that simulate situations they might encounter.  

We pick a range of elements that will get them mentally and physically prepared to undertake 
that first deployment,ò says Jones, who is assisted by three other trainers.  

ñWeôre here to throw them as many curves as possible,ò adds Bruce Heller, a member of the 
Rotary Club of Allen Sunrise, Texas, USA. A veteran of 10 ShelterBox deployments, Heller 
is one of nine ñshadowsò here in Cornwall to monitor and mentor the trainees. 

Liz Odell is another shadow. A member of the Rotary Club of Nailsworth, England, she has 
been on 18 deployments.  

She recalls the training regimen she endured as more physically demanding, though perhaps 
less effective. ñIt rained constantly, we were poorly fed, and we got shouted at a lot. It was 
very hard to learn anything under those conditions. The training now is more targeted and 
well-rounded.ò  

http://www.claytonrotaryclub.org.au/index.htm
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And miserable. Donôt forget miserable. 

Ned Morris is someone doesnôt get rattled when unexpected challenges are thrown at him. 
A wine-maker, a wine consultant, and an avid outdoorsman, heôs also something of a Boy 
Scout: He supplemented his yearlong ShelterBox training with a rugged 10-day wilderness 
program in Wyoming, and CPR and first-aid classes with the Red Cross. 

A member of the Rotary Club of Walla Walla, Washington, USA, Morris, 48, started out as a 
ShelterBox ambassador, traveling around the Pacific Northwest to raise awareness about, 
and money for, the organization. He also participated in the ShelterBox Ambassador Field 
Experience, a three-day event in Texas that simulates the deployment of a ShelterBox 
Response Team.  

ñWe went through some of the hoops that SRTs have to jump throughò ï such as getting 
stuff out of customs ï ñand encountered a lot of the hurdles they have to deal with, like 
reporters with microphones in your face. It gave us a snapshot of what itôs like when theyôre 
deployed,ò he says. 

His appetite whetted, Morris applied to become a full-fledged ShelterBox responder, 
embarking on the same yearlong process as Wes Clanton. As a final step before the 
Cornwall deployment, he joined Clanton and 14 other applicants for a four-day field 
assessment outside Toronto. 

ñGoing in, I had no idea what to expect,ò says Clanton. ñShelterBox laid out very specifically 
what (camping gear) you needed to bring, and as long as you had those things, you were 
prepared.ò 

Clanton is tight-lipped about the experience ï ñI canôt say too many specifics about what 
actually happenedò ï but Morris is slightly more forthcoming.  

ñIt wasnôt as physical as I was expecting,ò he reveals, while acknowledging some 
psychological challenges. ñThey gave us scenarios where there was a limited amount of aid 
and a lot more beneficiaries who needed it. Having to make those critical decisions of who 
would get it and why was heart-wrenching. That was the hardest part for me, knowing that 
we canôt help everyone ï and knowing that when I am deployed, Iôm going to be part of the 
team that makes those decisions. And itôs not going to be easy.ò 

From practicality to reality  

Clantonôs reticence is standard ShelterBox procedure.  

When I visited Cornwall, the organization wouldnôt allow me to see all aspects of its training, 
such as the nightly debriefing sessions. Nor was I allowed to report on everything I did see.  

Keeping the lid on certain particulars of its training regimen is a key element of the programôs 
success. Going into a deployment, ShelterBox responders have no idea what surprises they 
might encounter. Neither, reasons ShelterBox, should its trainees as they approach their 
final exam. As Clanton puts it, ñYou need to be you reacting in those situations.ò 

Still, having seen the training procedures up close, and without tipping ShelterBoxôs hand, 
here is what I would tell a candidate heading to the dismal barrens of Cornwall.  Expect to 
eat little and sleep even less. Expect bad breaks and worse weather. Expect disquiet piled 
upon dread. Expect the trainers and shadows to both teach and test. Most of all, expect the 
unexpected ï and then expect more of the unexpected immediately on its heels. 

Thatôs part of the rigor of the final exam. Itôs a ShelterBox tactic ï simulating what so often 
happens in real life ï to follow up a dramatic, even dangerous situation with, say, a simulated 
high-pressure meeting with key representatives from the United Nations or some other 
humanitarian organization.  

http://www.claytonrotaryclub.org.au/index.htm
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No matter what theyôve just endured, trainees must succinctly answer detailed queries, while 
asking essential questions of their own.  

ñYou really have to stay focused,ò says Morris. ñYou canôt be on autopilot. It was very taxing.ò 
Even mundane tasks can take an unexpected twist, as when a police chief agrees to provide 
a necessary visa only if the trainees guarantee tents to police officers who have lost their 
homes in a flood, a violation of ShelterBox policy.  

Along the way, trainees also acquire some advanced medical skills. ñWe get experienced 
medical providers to do really visceral training in a range of scenarios we hope to never 
experience,ò says Jones. ñBut we know that if they do occur, our responders will be able to 
deal with them when they are on deployment.ò 

Another scenario, set at a temporary shelter, prompted an unexpected emotional response 
from an Australian woman whose learning curve demonstrated just how effective the 
ShelterBox training can be. Thatôs a story I can tell you.  

Katelyn Winkworth inherited from her parents a zeal for performing good deeds. The 
president of the Rotaract Club of Brisbane Rivercity, the 27-year-old travels around Australia 
as a health promotion officer working with indigenous people.  

ñI go into rural communities, figure out some of the big health issues, and design programs 
to address those issues,ò she says. ñIt can be pretty tough, but itôs rewarding.ò 

ShelterBox seemed a natural fit for Winkworth except for one problem: She lacked self-
confidence.  

ñAt every stage (of the vetting process), I thought, óIôm not going to make it through.ô And 
then Iôd make it through, and then Iôd think, óNot this round.ô When I got to the first day of (the 
four-day assessment) training, I thought: óNo, I should just pack up and go home. This is 
stupid. Iôm not going to be chosen.ôò 

Colin Jones understands how the assessment ï and the Cornwall session ï can be 
overwhelming.  

ñWe run exercise after scenario after exercise that really pushes the candidates,ò he 
explains. ñAfter every exercise, we get them to debrief and offer feedback to each other, and 
that becomes second nature. Those who perform well are the ones who can take that 
feedback and use it the next time.ò 

Thatôs what happened with Winkworth.  

ñIôm not somebody whoôs usually outspoken or opinionated or takes a lot of leadership,ò she 
explains. ñI spent the first day and a half (of the four-day assessment) wanting to contribute 
more but holding back. And then, on the second night, they gave me a large leadership 
position. It was actually then that I realized, óOh, people will listen to me.ô Or, óI can make 
good choices that people will back.ô My self-doubt (receded) into the background. If I hadnôt 
been given that opportunity, I wouldnôt have realized that. I impressed myself. I thought, óOh, 
I can do this, which is really lovely.ôò  

And thatôs how she landed an invitation to Cornwall. 

Midway through the course, Jones designated Winkworth as her teamôs leader. ñI struggled 
at first,ò she recalls. ñThereôs fear, excitement, and a lot of anxiety when youôre responsible 
for a team and the direction it takes and the decisions that are made. We were really tired, 
and I found it very difficult to communicate clearly and concisely.ò 

But as the days passed and previously learned lessons kicked in, the teamôs ability to 
collaborate improved.  
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ñBeing able to pull together in a group quickly is something that has to be learned,ò Winkworth 
says. ñWe got better at identifying the strengths and weaknesses of our group.ò 

She also found herself emotionally engaged when her team visited a university repurposed 
as a temporary shelter for 500 people.  

In this scenario, the space was overcrowded, bathroom facilities were inadequate, and there 
was little food.  

ñIt really brought home to me what itôs like to be in the field, seeing distraught people who 
have had everything taken away from them: their families, the people they love, their homes. 
I got very choked up, even though it was a scenario,ò she says. 

Her response reveals Winkworthôs prime motivation.  

ñThe concept that everybody has dignity is important to me, as is helping them retain their 
dignity on the worst day of their life,ò she says. ñTo be able to take that into a disaster and 
enable people to take control of their life again ï thatôs something I admire and want to be 
involved in.ò 

After 10 long days, the training concludes. The ShelterBox candidates are exhausted, and, 
having subsisted over the past few days on meager rations called ñrat packs,ò theyôre 
hungry.  

The ordeal has taken a toll, and not just on the trainees. As he presents the candidates with 
their ShelterBox Response Team ID cards ï because, yes, all of them have passed the final 
exam ï Colin Jones appears to be holding back tears. His tough-guy veneer has vanished. 

A few months later in Australia, Katelyn Winkworth awaits her first assignment. 

ShelterBox dispatched Wes Clanton to Madagascar in January after a cyclone killed more 
than 50 people and displaced 54,000. And in late February, Ned Morris flew to the Dominican 
Republic and Barbuda to spend three weeks evaluating the response to hurricanes Irma and 
Maria.  

ñIôm nervous and excited,ò he said before departure. ñMore important, Iôm ready.ò  
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       Rotary Clubs  of Clayton and Glen Waverley  

 
     

 

 

 

Spring Valley Golf Club, Heatherton Rd, Clayton South 

 
 

 

       

 Shot-gun start 12.00pm 

 

All proceeds to support medical equipment purchases for the new             

Victorian Heart Hospital development at Monash Medical Centre 

$125 includes green fees, give-aways, pre-game refreshments, 

Post-game finger-food, Guest speaker, Presentations 

Drinks cart operates all day 

Enquiries: Warren Fricke 0417 548 534 or email: wfricke@bigpond.net.au 

                 Don Kerley      0417 546 381 or email: dkerley@bigpond.net.au 

 

Booking Information at Trybooking:     https://www.trybooking.com/376198 
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